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Gender Wage Discrimination in the Jordanian Labor

Market
Abstract |

The aim of this study is to analyze the male-female wagé
differences in Jordanian labor market, by estimating the difference
explained by personal characters, which are expected to reflect
productivity, and the difference explained by wage discrimination.
The study shows a difference in the number of employed male and
female, and this difference is accompany with high education ievel of
unemployed and employed female, and a high unemployment rate in
comparison to male.
This study also shows that the monthly average wage of male is higher
than female's, and this average wage was 227 JI) to male in 1999, and
only 201 JD to female, and this wage difference is also seen in sectors
and mostly in industry, and in occupations, and mostly in legislators and
senior officials.
And by using cross sectional data from the unemployment survey to the
years 2000 and 2001, and (Mincer) ¢arning equation, the study analysis
the wage differences into a part that can be justified by productivity
differential, and unexplained part of wage difference, that is, wage
discrimination.
And the study finds that female owns more personal characters (reflected
on productivity) than male, and this fact is in parallel with wage
discrimination in favor of male, and estimated to be 18% in 2000 and
21% in 2001,
And since wage discrimination may not be directly applied by lower
wages, but rather by lower opportunities of having a job, then wages of
2000 were adjusted to unemployment rates to allow the wage
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discrimiﬁation to reflect the wage difference unexplained by productivity
and wage difference resulied by biased employment system.

And finally this study recommended to adopt the legislations that work
on connecting wages with productivity and to control the employment

and promotion procedures.
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